[Importance of gastroscopy in chronic uremic patients (author's transl)].
In chronic uremic patient, two kinds of digestive troubles can occur: gastric or duodenal lesions secondary to an abnormal gastro-intestinal hormone excretion, and drug-induced disorders. Most of these manifestations were missed by usual barium meal and the use of routine endoscopic check-up can be particularly useful. We performed 70 gastroscopies in 67 chronic hemodialyze patients. Examinations were practiced immediately before dialysis with only a light sedation. We observed 39 lesions: 3 drug-induced gastritis, 15 erosive or pseudopolypoid inflammations of the polyric antrum, 2 gastric ulcers, 5 duodenal ulcers (two of them were linear), 2 peptic oesophagitis and 34 p. cent of our patients had marked duodenitis, most of these digestive abnormalities could be missed or overdiagnosed by using routine barium meal. In presence of the number and the therapeutic importance of these disorders, we think that a gastroscopy should be prescribed in three indications: uremic patients before the beginning of an hemodialyze treatment, chronic hemodialyze patients with unexplained anemia, check-up before renal transplantation where ulcerations are a major contra-indication. In such situations, gastroscopy seems an important progress for the management of this particular group of patients.